colour illustrations. The book concludes with consideration of monitoring scales for pain as well as neurological, post-anaesthesia recovery and critical care assessment. Throughout there is a pleasing emphasis on evidence-basis for the place of monitors in clinical practice.
The layout of the book is not systems-or procedure-based, so planning by the anaesthetist for a given patient or operation requires appropriate synthesis of the subject, but this is assisted by an appendix which outlines potential monitoring components for different types of surgery in a table. The index is adequately detailed.
The design of the book is for each chapter to provide a logical mixture of underlying basic science, physiology and physics, leading onto practical application and limitations. Where relevant, chapters conclude with "practice parameters" or references to published recommendations on application of the monitoring modality in clinical practice. These are generally those published by American authorities such as the American Society of Anesthesiologists, and the antipodean reader would do well to refer subsequently to the guidelines published by the Australian and New Zealand College of Anaesthetists on Recommendations on Monitoring During Anaesthesia (PS18, 2008) for a succinct summary of local 'must know' recommendations on monitoring practice.
In summary this is a welcome, up-to-date and comprehensive reference for the trainee and practitioner on essential aspects of modern patient monitoring and can be recommended for any anaesthesia department's library.
P. Peyton Melbourne, Victoria

